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EDUCATION SPECIAL

Advancements in technology have propelled
the education sector in the last few decades. In
this regard, schools in Navi Mumbai are not far
behind as they offer the best in education at
the Pre-Primary, Primary and Secondary
levels.
The aesthetically-designed classrooms of

these schools are equipped with the state-of-
art computers, interactive panels, large screen
or interactive whiteboard (also called smart-
board), and audiovisual equipment.
With an aim to train students to become

global citizens of tomorrow, new teaching
method called engagement are being adopted
whereby the students in these schools are
urged to engage with the real world, analyse
everything that happens in different life
spheres. For instance, instead of conventional
teaching methods, students are taken to visit
local businesses where they are able to

witness how the knowledge that they are
learning is applied to the real world. This has
resulted in vast improvement of the overall
quality of education.
Based on student investigation and hands-

on projects, inquiry-based learning teaching
method are also being adopted that casts a
teacher as a supportive figure who provides
guidance and support for students throughout
their learning process, rather than a sole
authority figure.
HT Education curates the list of five such

schools in Navi Mumbai that are giving a whole
new meaning to the term innovation in
education.
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ExpEriEntial lEarning for
global citizEns of tomorrow

Anchorwala Education Academy (AEA), Vashi

While promoting the values of
respect, responsibility and in-
tegrity, Anchorwala Education

Academy (AEA) has a mission to ca-
ter to each child as an individual. The
educational institution’s emphasis is
to foster a caring and creative environ-
ment, and help in the social, emotional,
physical, intellectual development of
each child. The management has nomi-
nated two representatives: Hons CEO
Vilas Kenia and Hons Secretary Shilpa
Kenia, who are available throughout
the day. The school is headed by Head
Mistress for Pre-Primary Section
Shivani Bhambi and Vice-Principal for
Primary and Secondary section Jaseela
Jayprakash.

State-of- the-art campuS
The exceptional school campus has

state-of-the-art infrastructure, which in-
cludes Smartboard-enabled and aesthet-
ically-designed classrooms, a centralized
sound-system speaker in every class-
room, well-equipped Physics, Chemistry
and Biology labs, Social Science lab, com-
puter lab, well-stocked library, dance and
music room, nurse room and a pantry. In
addition, storage unit for each student is
provided in all classrooms to keep their
text and notebooks. The Pre-Primary
classrooms are suitably air-conditioned.
The large-size multipurpose halls form
the venue for various indoor activities
and competitions.

Besides, AEA boasts of a large play-
ground, resource room, art-room, med-
ical-room and a large quadrangle in the
centre of the school to hold multi-sports
activity. In addition, swimming activity
is conducted for students at Navi Mum-
bai Merchant’s Gymkhana in Vashi.

promoting a Safe and Secured
atmoSphere

The campus is patrolled by a trained
team of security guards, including lady
guards. The entire campus is under the
surveillance 130 CCTVs and monitored
by the campus in-charge. A visitor card
is issued for entry. Except parents and
educational officers, no visitors are
permitted to visit during school hours.

Founded in 2010, navi mumbai merchants Educational
foundation’s anchorwala Education academy (aEa)
is affiliated to ICSE Board. The co-education school in
Vashi is a hub of holistic development of any child

Smoke detectors, fire-alarms, fire-ex-
tinguishers are fixed all over the school
premises. All classrooms are connect-
ed with EPABX system. Exit plans are
displayed in all rooms, passages for
emergency exits. Moreover, students
are handed over to parents or author-
ised persons carrying escort cards. The
school boasts of a modern fleet of bus-
es with GPS tracking system with SMS
facility and CCTV surveillance. Each
bus has a lady attendant, too.

curriculum and pedagogy:
towardS holiStic development

While emphasizing on small staff-
student ratio of 10:1 and about 30
students in every class, the core of
AEA’s teaching philosophy remains
activity-based learning with Indian
Certificate of Secondary Education
(ICSE) curriculum thereby maintain-
ing a fine balance between theory
and practical learning. Throughout,
a rich educational environment is
provided with teaching based on a
progression of skills. Speaking and
listening skills are fostered as stu-
dents interact with books and sto-
ries. This makes them aware of the
sounds of language before beginning
to read and write. As part of experi-
ential learning, project work is con-
ducted on a regular basis in the class-
rooms itself. A child has to undertake
one project per main subject in each
term. Besides, different competitions
are held throughout the year for the
overall development of the child.

Development of the understanding
of mathematical ideas is based on a
progression of mathematical skills
and culminates in the introduction of
numerals and mathematical symbols.

Scientific investigation and in-
quiry helps them become curious
and aware about the concepts they
learn. The curriculum at this stage
is designed to promote healthy study
habits among the learners.

Subjects such English, Mathemat-
ics, Science, Hindi, Social Studies,
physical education, yoga, art and
craft, dance and music are part of

daily class time-table. A child needs
to select one optional activity which
includes football, skating, gymnas-
tics and volleyball. The school has
four Physical Education instruc-
tors to promote skating, football,
volleyball, gymnastics, yoga and
malkhamb. The environment is con-
ducive for learning in a natural and
exploratory way. Participation in co-
curricular activities is encouraged
to ensure an overall development in
every child.

In addition, while catering to indi-
vidual requirements of every child,
the school has appointed one coun-
selor and one special educator. The
core aim is to promote parity of edu-
cational opportunity and make them
strive towards excellence.

Parents can track performance
of their children through various
means such as Online Management
Software, SMS alerts, and periodic
meetings with the teachers.

The school band remains a matter
of pride, which comprises maximum
number of girl students.
Continuous and Comprehensive
Evaluation (CCE): In the past, evalu-
ation of scholastic learning was based
only on marks. The drawback was that
the ability of child was not evaluated.
Moreover, it was limited techniques of
evaluation did not identify a learner’s
level of attainment, resulting in pass
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or fail grading that caused frustration
and humiliation.

On the other hand, Continuous and
Comprehensive Evaluation (CCE)
refers to a system of school-based as-
sessment that covers all aspects of a
student’s development. It emphasizes
two-fold objectives: Continuity in eval-
uation and assessment of broad-based
learning.

ENSURING ALL-ROUND
DEVELOPMENT OF A CHILD
Social Science lab: This is part of the
unique teaching concept associated
with AEA. Students are encouraged to
undertake their Social Science projects
related to environment or map reading.
This is an extension of the experiential
learning concept.
A well-equipped play-area: The Pre-
Primary children have access to a play-
area which is full of education toys and
children play equipment designed as
per international safety standards.
Recognition for excellence in studies:
From this year, the school has intro-
duced cash prize and certificate to the
toppers in Grade VIII, IX and X. It is a
matter of honour for the topper student
of Grade-X, who is honoured to hoist
the national flag on the 15th August.
Health Fiesta: The school is regular
with medical check-up camps for stu-
dents and teachers. In this regard, eye
and dental check-up camps are organ-
ized, besides an in-house nurse and a
doctor on call is available during school
hours to cater to any medical emergency.
Parent-Teacher Association (PTA):
Since 2011, the school maintains a ro-
bust PTA, which conducts regular meet-
ings.
Diet-chart: AEA believes healthy and
hygienic diet is essential for a child’s
physical and mental development. A nu-
tritional diet-chart specially prepared

At AEA, children are at the centre of
everything we do. Our core aim is to
give every student the best possible
opportunities and learning experi-
ences, while keeping the affordability
factor in mind. We aim to ensure that
the children in our care are equipped
for lifelong learning as they grow up
as global citizens in an ever-changing
world. We believe that every child
has the capacity to become excellent
if they have the courage to challenge
themselves. We have the responsibil-
ity to make this happen by nurturing
creativity, learning and growing
together.

From the trustee’s desk…

J. L. Shah
(Managing
Trustee)

Nilesh Gala
(Guardian
Trustee)

Mohan
Gurnani
(Chairman)

For details, contact:
Anchorwala Education Academy
Plot No. 51, Sector 14, Vashi, Navi Mumbai
022-2780 8898/ 99
nmmefanchorwala@gmail.com
anchorwalaeduacademy10@gmail.com
aeaschoolvashi.com

Knowledge is of no value unless we put
it into practice. It is the power that
comes through learning. The only

source of knowledge is experience. The
pursuit of knowledge is never-ending. It
gives the opportunity to make a difference
and enhances the young minds to create
new knowledge.

The pursuit of knowledge has led the
management and teachers of Anchorwala
Education Academy to get together and
organize an elaborate and interesting ven-
ture, ‘Around The World with AEA’.

The two-day event on October 6-7, 2017
was celebrated amidst great zeal, vibrancy
and elation for Pre-Primary and Primary
sections. The activity included showcas-
ing the global versatility of six countries,
namely India, Japan, Egypt, USA, UK, and
Russia through the monuments, flora &
fauna, food habits, important personalities,
culture, clothes, dances, among others.

The main attraction for this event was
the airplane theme. The entire school was
transformed into an airport where students
were dressed up as pilots and flight-attend-
ants. The entire set-up of an airport was

created with check-in counters, waiting
-lounge, food areas and immigration area.
In addition, replica passports and boarding
passes were issued to the visitors. Students
from Grades IV were trained to handle the
procedure.

The visitors were warmly welcomed and
guided to the dance area where dances from
these different countries were performed.
The students compared the entire show.
The dances, traditional music, props, above
all the performance by the students provid-
ed the synergy which conjured up the flavor
unique to a particular region.

After this, the visitors moved to the
check-in counters to collect their passports
and boarding passes and move to the im-
migration counter through a cut-out of an
airplane replica followed by visiting the dif-
ferent countries. The classrooms had been
decorated to showcase the main attractions
of those countries and the students for
Grade I to IV were there as tour guides ex-
plaining and informing the visitors about
the same. Eminent dignitaries, including
Principals, and Vice-Principals of other
schools graced the occasion.

AROUND THE WORLD WITH AEA

by an expert is provided to every par-
ent. Eating habits of every student is
monitored through checks of their
tiffin.
Social connect: AEA not only be-
lieves in holistic development of a
child through academic skills but it
also aims to make them noble citi-
zens of the country as well. In this
context, the school organizes various
social events to sensitize the students
about their duties and responsibili-
ties towards the society and in turn
the nation. For instance, the school
celebrates special days such as the
15th August, 2nd October and 26th
January in a mega-scale with much
fan-fare.
Celebrations and Events: The school
organizes various celebrations and
events pertaining to the festivities
and academic related needs of the
student. All national and internation-
al days and festivals are celebrated
with great fervor. For instance, Yoga
and Hindi Diwas are celebrated with
equal zeal. Similarly, Sports Day is
celebrated at a grand scale annually.
Dance and Music Education: A spe-
cially-designed program that forms a
part of the school’s regular curriculum.
It also helps students to de-stress and de-
velop well-rounded personalities.

FIELD-TRIPS, EXCURSIONS
AND PICNICS

In an effort to give pupils hands-on
experience as well as to extend them
the opportunity to meet people from
various spheres of life, two field-
trips and one picnic is planned by the
school for the year. These trips are
related to and revolve around the cur-
riculum. For instance, the students
have visited the prestigious National
Defence Academy (NDA) at Khadak-
wasla in Pune. Places to be visited are
communicated to the parents well in
advance through circulars.

AWARDS & ACCOLADES
l AEA has won many trophies in vol-

leyball, football and skating competi-
tions

l For skating event, the students have
their name documented in Guinness
World Records and Limca Book of Re-
cords in skating

l AEA has been awarded on Swatchta
Abhiyan since the last two years

l The school has been hosting district-
level yoga, skating, and chess com-
petitions where the students have
emerged as winners

l Academic-wise the students partici-
pate in various national competitions
like Olympiads and have reached the
national levels and have won many
positions

l Inter-school Cultural programmes
held by organisations have also been
of keen interest for students who
have won many trophies
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